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Wednesday, 18 March 1998

God to turn on TVs, speak, UFO cult spokesman says

=A9 1998 Fort Worth Star-Telegram

One week before God materializes March 31 in Garland, Texas,
taking the physical form of a Taiwanese UFO cult leader, he will
broadcast live at midnight on Channel 18, a spokesman for the
group said yesterday.

"It doesn't matter whether it's cable TV or regular broadcast
TV," said Richard Liu of the God and Buddha Salvation Foundation.

The TV set doesn't even need to be switched on when the clock
strikes 12 next Tuesday, said Liu, a former English literature
professor and poet who now speaks for Chen Hon-Ming, the group's
silver-haired spiritual leader.

"God will turn on the television sets and tune each TV in every
house to Channel 18," Liu said.

That's every set "in all the Americas" - North, South and
Central, he said.

And although most members of the Taiwanese cult speak only
Chinese, God will be communicating in English, Liu said.

The spokesman clarified that God will be heard, but not seen. The
screen will be filled with pictures of Garland's leafy Ridgedale
Drive where Chen has predicted God, assuming Chen's own outward
appearance, will appear March 31, clone himself and speak any
language.

"God also will tell people how they should prepare themselves for
his arrival," Liu said of the broadcast. "We don't have any
further details."

The Taiwanese, who number about 110 adults and 50 children, began
arriving in the Dallas suburb last fall after Chen decided that
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Garland would be the spot where God would descend. To them, it
sounds like "God-land," he explained at a December news
conference.

Chen's prophecies include a nuclear holocaust in parts of Asia
with God manning a flying saucer to shuttle between the continent
and Gary, Ind., saving lives.                                    
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