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A NEW LIFE AWAITS YOU IN THE OFF-WORLD COLONIES

On Saturday 14th March, this Blatherskite was conversing with the
Church of Subgenius's Rev. Nickie Deathchick
(http://www.subgenius.com) whilst attending an open-house reception
in the Fringeware Store (Austin, Texas http://www.fringeware.com).
Suddenly, a representative of a company calling themselves 'Celestis'
(http://www.celestis.com) was thrust upon us. In case you don't
know, Houston based Celistis were responsible for last year launching
into space the ashes of Star Trek creator Gene Rodenberry
(http://www.philosophysphere.com), and philosopher and scientist
Timothy Leary (http://www.leary.com). This Celestis representative
(who I shall refrain from naming) filled us in on the basic idea of
their latest project - but asked us to keep mum until he contacted us
with further details, as this information was not yet public
knowledge. We agreed (wondering why he had told us at all). . . but
on the following Tuesday, March 17th, the Daily Telegraph
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk) ran a story concerning this 'secret'
information. As this story quotes David Goldstein of Encounter 2001,
the consortium of which Celestis is a part, I can only assume that it
involved an officially endorsed press release, and that I am at
liberty to Blather away to my heart's content.

Encounter 2001 has booked space upon an Ariane rocket
(http://www.esrin.esa.it/) to be launched from French Guiana in 2001
(not on their own craft as hinted by the Telegraph) and plan to
launch the DNA of some 4.5 million people, in the form of hair, into
space for about $50 a head (pun intended).	 The Telegraph records
Goldstein saying 'in theory at least, an alien race could work out
what we are made of from the hair samples on the spaceship, and
possibly recreate human life'.

This is pretty much the the party line conveyed to Rev. Deathchick
and myself. Being given to idle wonder about such matters, I
immediately recalled a lecture which I had the good fortune to attend
at last year's Fortean Times UnConvention, given by Dr. Mark Biddiss
on 'The Voyager Tapes'
(http://www.fringeware.com/hell/barry/unconv97/97voyage.html).
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Biddiss argued the foolishness of bunging off data concerning our
existence into the cosmos, under the assumption that the space
brothers and sisters (if they exist) are benevolent souls who won't
use the information in any way harmful to our existence. In essence,
he likened the voyager mission to leaving the house keys swinging on
the garden gate. I told the Celestis fellow this, and informed him
that I could happily liken his behaviour to signing over the deeds to
the property to the first passer-by who takes a fancy to our two-bit
planet. Nonchalant was he, and made the only too reasonable point
that *people will buy it*. And, you know, he's only too right.

Still, I saw fit to interrogate him on how Celestis intend to explain
the practical use of shoving our DNA into the big empty yonder, to
which there was no useful reply. . . other than 'well, why not?'. Why
not, indeed?

The prospect of orbiting fur-balls has me rather concerned, I must
admit. . .

WHY ARE WE WAITING?
Is disillusionment rife amongst the congregation of God's Salvation
Church, in Garland, Texas? The 150-member Taiwanese sect had
predicted that 'God' would make an appearance on television Channel
18 at 12:01 on Wednesday 25th to announce his imminent arrival on
earth (chalked down for 10am on March 31st). And contrary to media
excitement about the affair, there were no suicides, and their
leader, Hon-Ming Chen, was quite happy to say everyone could now
discount his predictions, has he was wrong.

Reuters quoted Chen as saying, 'Since God's appearance on television
has not been realised, you can take what we have preached as
nonsense, I would rather you don't believe what I say any more'. I
would propose that his followers are *less* than impressed, despite
Chen claiming that he still maintains a hotline to 'God', and
that the aforementioned deity will be back next year to save hundreds
of millions of humans from the holocaust. I can hardly wait. But, at
least they didn't all do a 'Heaven's Gate' on us (a year ago now!)
(http://dailynews.yahoo.com/headlines/human_interest/oddly_enough/sto
ry.html?s=z/reuters/980326/odd/stories/sect_1.html)

Remember to keep an eye out for God next Tuesday.

CANS OF RED HERRINGS, KETTLES OF RAGWORMS
In last week's Blather
(http://www.nua.ie/blather/archives/issue1no45.html), I slung in a
story gleaned from the The (London) Times of November 2nd 1945,
concerning a kangaroo making off with a farmers waistcoat and a five
pound note. I threw in this tale from sheer whimsy and devilment, and
I'm glad to admit that I elicited several passionate responses from
Blather's readers.

His Highness, Duke of Mendoza (a.k.a. Pilaurice D. Murghphall):

'O yeah. Highly suspect. Whale tumour, one of a whole bunch of
animal-revenge folk stories. See Jan Harold Brunvand, "The
Mexican Pet" (Penguin 1986), pp. 24-5. Summary:

The Sydney Herald of 22 May 1983 had a version of this story
(based on accounts from three readers) that had a passport,
not an old white fiver, being stolen from a 'roo that
tourists had run down & propped up with a jacket on, for a
photie. A US version has the Kingston Trio losing their
passports in this way to a reviving 'roo that was hit by
their vehicle. There is a US native variant involving a
placid bear in Yellowstone National Park. Mother puts babe in
arms of bear for snapshot, bear walks off into woods with
babby. Oop-a. And then there's the shot but undead deer with
the hunter's rifle in its antlers.'

Martin Herbaty relates that 'this one's an old urban legend, reported
from various places and times, coming up again every tourist season,
usually involving a kangaroo - or, in Africa, an antelope, ostrich
or even a lion - mistaken for roadkill, dressed up for a family
photo and fleeing with money, passports and tickets of the
unfortunate tourists'.
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As Pat O'Halloran asks, why would and Australian have a 5 pound note?
Pat, bear in mind that the newspaper report, however disputable, was
printed in 1945. As far as I am aware, Australia didn't change to
Dollars until 1966.
(http://www.vision.net.au/~pwood/feb97.html)

Dave (daev) Walsh
27th March 1998

Feedback and comments to <blather@nua.ie>

Have your say: http://www.nua.ie/blather/blabber

*******************************************************************

NUA INTERNET SURVEYS
A weekly newsletter, Internet Surveys is a free digest of the most
interesting surveys containing data relating to the Internet.
It is available by sending an email to
<surveys-request@lists.best.com>
with the word "subscribe" in the body of the message.

NUA WHAT'S NEW
A monthly newsletter, What's New is a free monthly newsletter
highlighting the new additions, happenings and changes at Nua.
It is available by sending an email to
<whatsnew-requestlists.best.com>
with the word "subscribe" in the body of the message.

NUA NEW THINKING
New Thinking is a free, weekly, 500-word email column, whose
objective is to contribute to a practical philosophy for The
Digital Age. It is available by sending an email to
<newthinking-request@lists.best.com> with the word "subscribe" in
the body of the message.

*******************************************************************

SPONSORSHIP:
While Blather will always remain free to the subscriber, Nua is
always willing to talk to interested parties with regard to
sponsorship.
Contact Daev Walsh: <daev@nua.ie>

*******************************************************************

Blather archives, please go to:
http://www.nua.ie/blather/archives/index.html

*******************************************************************

NUA LIMITED
Nua, a vibrant, innovative, Irish company whose focus is in helping
progressive organisations adapt to the new environment created by
the Internet. We have the management/marketing, design and technical
skills to truly understand your unique situation, and to translate
that understanding into a successful Internet presence for you.

SUBSCRIBING TO BLATHER
Send an email to:
<blather-request@lists.best.com>
with the word
subscribe
in the body of the message. An automatic acknowledgement
should be returned to you by e-mail within a few minutes.

UNSUBSCRIBING
Send an email to
<blather-request@lists.best.com>
with the word
unsubscribe
in the body of the message.

TECHNICAL PROBLEMS
If you are having any technical problems,
please email the Nua Webmaster at: <web@nua.ie>.

*******************************************************************
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____________________________________________________________________
NUA : Internet Consultancy & Developer         http://www.nua.ie/
Dave Walsh <daev@nua.ie> Tel: +353-1-676-8996  Fax: +353-1-661-3932
Blather: http://www.nua.ie/blather - Weekly paranormal meanderings
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UFO UpDates - Toronto -
updates@globalserve.net
Operated by Errol Bruce-Knapp - ++ 416-696-0304

A Hand-Operated E-Mail Subscription Service for the Study of UFO Related
Phenomena.
To subscribe please send your first and last name to
updates@globalserve.net

Message submissions should be sent to the same address.
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]

To find this message again in the future...
Link it to the appropriate Ufologist or
UFO Topic page.

Archived as a public service by Area 51 Research Center which is not
responsible for content.
Software by Glenn Campbell.
Technical contact:
webmaster@ufomind.com

Financial support for this web server is provided by the
Research Center Catalog.
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