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Roswell 'Alien Autopsy' Film Junk

From: Roger Evans <moviestuff@cyberjunkie.com>
Date: Thu, 24 Sep 1998 23:09:17 +0000
Fwd Date: Fri, 25 Sep 1998 12:15:06 -0400
Subject: Roswell 'Alien Autopsy' Film Junk

Hey, all.

After reviewing a variety of articles and websites, the story I
get about the Santilli Roswell film is as follows: The film was
shot by an Army cameraman in a hurried state using a standard
issue Bell and Howell wind-type 16mm camera under normal and low
lighting. Some of the film was processed right away and is
currently under "top security" lock and key by the government.
The balance of the film (approximately 25 reels) required
special "push" processing due to the low lighting and was kept
separate by the cameraman. Changes in command as the Airforce
took over ufo investigations allowed the cameraman to "slip
through the cracks" and keep the processed reels. Later, he sold
the films to Santilli where they then ended up on national
television amid much debate, yadda, yadda, yadda...

Amazingly, there still seems to be those that believe the film
is real. I can guarantee that it isn't. Here's why:

If the cameraman is to be believed, the autopsy footage was shot
under low light resulting in the need to have the film "push"
processed. For those unfamiliar, this means that the film was
underexposed during the shooting and then processed longer than
normal to help bring out the latent image. This is supposed to
account for the tell-tale grainy look of the film. If this is
true, then why is most of the film OVER exposed? I've been a
professional cinematographer for 20 years and I can assure you
that push processed film will appear properly exposed, at best,
with occasional patches of underexposure but never overexposed.

But why should the film be underexposed in the first place?
Light bulbs are THE cheapest thing that the military would need
to provide for such an important event. Did they really draw the
line for such an acquisition? I picture a high level meeting
where the line items are approved:

"Armed escort?"
"check"
"Personel carriers?"
"check"
"Security?"
"check"
"Alien containment vessels?"
"check"
"Cover story in place?"
"check"
"Surgical team on stand by?"
"check"
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"Quaranteen facility?"
"check"
"Documentation Cameraman?"
"check"
"Film?"
"check"
"Light bulbs?....Uh, light bulbs?"
"Sorry, General, it's not in the budget."

"Oh...Well...That's okay. We'll just underexpose the most
important piece of cinema in history and overprocess it later to
make the image really grainy and soft."

"Good idea! Besides, push processing is SO much cheaper than
additional light bulbs."

"Uh...Couldn't we borrow a couple of lamps from some of the
other offices on the base?"

"Are you kidding, man? We'd need another acquisition form. This
project is too important to waste time going through channels!"
"Of course, sir. How silly of me..."

In addition, the type of camera used wasn't a "reflex" type.
That is, there was no way to view directly through the taking
lens. Therefore, these cameras were fitted with fixed wide angle
lenses, usually around 10mm, to provide a field of view wide
enough to frame the subject despite the lack of accurate
"targeting". Even if the aperture were wide open (which surely
it would be if operating under low light) a 10mm lens would
still allow proper focusing from about 3 inches to infinity. So
how come much of the image is out of focus?

Because it's fake.

The only correct thing about the Santilli Film is the emulsion.
It would be a B&W reversal and not a negative as some people
have suggested.

The cameraman may be the real deal, maybe not. I'm sure there is
an authentic film in some government vault, rotting away. But
the Santilli film isn't it. At best, it might be a
reconstruction of what the cameraman remembered shooting long
ago. Who knows? Maybe the  "film" Santilli bought from him was
unused B&W stock from that time period. I've shot B&W film dated
as old as 1958. It processed up just fine. At worst it might
come out soft and grainy...

Hmmmmm......

Later,
Roger Evans
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