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Close shave with asteroid

By BBC News Online Science Editor Dr David Whitehouse

A large asteroid could miss the Earth by only 38,000 kilometres
in 2027, according to new astronomical observations. This is an
extremely close shave - the Moon orbits 10 times further from
Earth.

The calculations suggest that an impact is not possible that
year but, in theory, the Earth's gravity could perturb the
asteroid's path, possibly leading to an impact in 2039.

The near-miss trajectory of a newly-discovered asteroid, called
1999 AN10, was announced in April. Now, the observational data
of Australian astronomer F. Zoltowski allows calculations of
just how close the asteroid may come to Earth.

Closer and closer

Astronomers at the Minor Planet Center at the US Smithsonian
Astrophysical Observatory used Zoltowski's work to work out an
estimated approach distance for AN10 of 56,500 kilometres from
Earth. The fly-by will occur on August 7, 2027.

But the closest possible distance that AN10 could come to the
Earth on that day is only 38,000km.

The calculations suggest the asteroid will not impact. But the
new calculations confirm the initial speculation that the
asteroid might approach within the Earth's sphere of
gravitational influence.

It could therefore be perturbed in such a way that it might
impact some years later.

Impossible to predict

Dr Benny Peiser of Liverpool John Moore's University in England
says that the chaotic behaviour of this asteroid makes it
practically impossible to predict all possible approaches for
more than a few decades after any close encounter.

He says the orbit will remain dangerously close to the orbit of
the Earth for about 600 years.
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Astronomers stress that a collision is only one of a range of
possibilities for this kilometre-wide chunk of rock. If it did
strike, it would cause continent-wide devastation and alter the
Earth's climate.

[ Next Message | Previous Message | This Day's Messages ]

[
This Month's Index |
UFO UpDates Main Index
| MUFON Ontario
]

UFO UpDates - Toronto -
updates@globalserve.net
Operated by Errol Bruce-Knapp - ++ 416-696-0304

A Hand-Operated E-Mail Subscription Service for the Study of UFO Related
Phenomena.
To subscribe please send your first and last name to
updates@globalserve.net

Message submissions should be sent to the same address.

[
UFO Topics
| People
| Ufomind What's New
| Ufomind Top Level
]

To find this message again in the future...
Link it to the appropriate Ufologist or
UFO Topic page.

Archived as a public service by Area 51 Research Center which is not
responsible for content.
Software by Glenn Campbell.
Technical contact:
webmaster@ufomind.com

Financial support for this web server is provided by the
Research Center Catalog.

https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/updates/1999/may/m20-025.shtml
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/updates/1999/may/m20-023.shtml
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/cgi-bin/maillist-today.cgi
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/cgi-bin/mailing-month.cgi?file=/ufo/updates/1999/may/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/updates
https://web.archive.org/web/1996010151143/http://www.globalserve.net/~updates/mufon/
mailto:updates@globalserve.net
mailto:updates@globalserve.net
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/people/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/new/current/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/people/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/org/
mailto:webmaster@ufomind.com
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/catalog/

	Local Disk
	Look Sharp! Feel Sharp! Be Sharp!


	k5OS9tYXkvbTIwLTAyNC5zaHRtbAA=: 
	form1: 
	key: 
	input2: 
	mode: [title]




