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* GUEST CORNER *

Pros and Cons of Life Existing Elsewhere
By Dennis G. Balthaser

I recently wrote an editorial entitled "Are We Alone?" and
decided maybe 1 should follow it up with a similar editorial,
since the question of life elsewhere in our universe continues
to plague us. For honesty purposes, this editorial will probably
be somewhat biased, because as a UFO researcher, 1 think the
possibilities are overwhelming in favor of life elsewhere. In
fairness, 1 will try (using others thoughts), to give a "for"
and 'against™ view on the subject.

Before deciding what to write, 1 checked my trustworthy 'Random
House Dictionary of the English Language™ to see what the
definition of life really 1s. 1 was quite surprised with the
number of definitions given for the word "life". Basically it
comes down to this;

"Life is the condition that distinguishes animals and plants
from inorganic objects and dead organisms, being manifested by
growth through metabolism, reproduction, and the power of
adaptation to environment through changes originating
internally”. IT | am interpreting that correctly, it supports my
theory, that life on other planets would not have to be "life as
we know It™, as many scientist indicate when discussinﬂ the
possibility of life on another world. Obviously, life has the
ability to adapt to whatever conditions are present, with those
changes originating internally.

I grew up being told and believing we are all there is and
accepted it as fact. After all what information did I have to
question it? A few years later however, when word about flying
saucers, (UFOs), started filtering into my learning process, the
"fact" began to become questionable. As my interest in ufology
strengthened, and science began to take a closer look at the
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possibilities of life elsewhere, and discover previously unseen
thin?s in our universe, | became more aware to the fact that,
surely we are not all there is, in this gigantic universe. | for
one cannot be that egotistical to think that life only exists on
earth. Is it life as we know it elsewhere? No one knows that
yet, but 1 would wager, probably not, and I see no reason why it
would have to be. We are tremendously limited in our ability to
think In ways not familiar or “comfortable™ to our teaching and
method of thinking.

The case against life elsewhere:

Since (in my opinion), this will be the shorter of the two
responses, I°ve chosen to discuss it First. As with all research
related to ufology, there are always two sides to every lead,
investigation and theory.

Recently two professors at the University of Washington, Peter
Ward, with impressive credentials in paleontology and Donald
Brownlee, a_noted astronomer, co-authored a book, (Copernicus
Books), entitled, "Rare Earth", th Complex Life i1s Uncommon in
the Universe). They based some of their findings on a study of
how life formed on our planet and how several things had to
hap?en at specific times and precisely so, in order for life to
evolve over several billion years. The¥ are careful not to rule
out life on other planets as a possibility, but state life may
exist as microbes and not much more.

Some of the reasons they give for their observation are as
follows:

_ Our moon stabilizes the earth"s axis and helps control our
climate.

The location of our solar system in our own galaxy prevents
over exposure from our sun.

Most stars in the universe are smaller than our sun and that
would require planets to orbit closer to their sun to obtain
necessary heat.

Since Jupiter”™s orbit is in the same solar plane as our
earth, it protects us from being hit by many things such as
asteroids and comets.

_Having only one sun in our system provides a more stable
orbit by the earth around the sun.

_ Our distance from the sun is such that an atmosphere and
liquid water can form and be maintained.

So these two professors, at no fault of theirs, are making
assumptions based on the only planet we know anything about that
has intelligent life---our earth. 1 can*t fault them for that,
since that"s all any of us have to work with.

For _those serious about ufology or astronomy, | would recommend
their book.

The case for life elsewhere:

In the above mentioned book *"Rare Earth, Frank Drake"s Equation is
taken to task as assumptions. Are those two authors not also
assuming that life on other planets would have to develop the same
way as It did on earth, since that is all they can base their
information on?

The Drake equation ( N = N* fp ne fl fi fc fL) was developed in
1961 and it is also based to some extent on guesswork, but the

more we learn about the universe, the more accurate the results
obtained with the equation will become.

Based on_the Drake equation, the following is currently believed
to be fairly accurate:

The number of stars in our galaxy are around 200 billion
(that®s billion with a "B"™).

Also used in the equation is the number of stars that would

have planetar% systems, how many of those planets could support
life, and on how many of those planets would life evolve, with
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an intelligent life.

Our space program and those of other nations have been for
several years, sending probes out into our solar system, and
among other things being accomplished, they are Iookin? for
other life on those adjacent planets to ours. The Hubble
telescope has given us glimpses at objects that a few years ago
no one dreamed we"d ever be able to see. 1 think many of us
would like to know (and probably even hope), that we are not the
only living thing in the universe. Our knowledge is so limited
however, that we are still searching our closest neighbor for
that information. I"m not imleing that we haven®t had success
in some of our ventures, but when you think of the possibility
that there may be 200 Billion stars just in our galaxy,
according to Drake"s equation, surely some of which can have
lanets similar (or not similar) to ours, the odds are pretty
igh for finding other life forms.

I envy those being born today for what they may learn in their
lifetime, while on the other hand, I hope that we leave that
opportunity for them to learn. Technology is proceeding forward
at a faster rate than it ever has in our existence on this
planet. Some researchers indicate that our planet earth is about
4.6 billion years old. The oldest known direct evidence of life
on earth is a fossilized bacteria found in 3.5 billion-year-old
rocks from Western Australia, as announced by J. William Schopf
of the University of California at Los Angeles in 1993. The
technology we enjoy today has only been developed in the past
100 years, so can we imagine what will be forthcoming in the
next 100 years?

We are unique in the location of our planet with in our solar
system and galaxy, which surely had a vital affect on it being
habitable. What we have developed into has been our choice. What
we leave for our children and grandchildren is also our choice.
I hope we make the right decisions.

I really don"t believe the contact from other life forms will
come to us by means of radio communication as that seems, to me,
to be a primitive means of communicating. Rather 1°m hopeful
that actual physical contact will take place. We might have to
prove to "them' that we"re worthy of being contacted, however,
and I"m not sure at this point that we are.

Dennis G. Balthaser

Email truthskr@roswell._.net
http://www. truthseekeratroswell.com

Opinions presented in Jeff Rense E-News are those of the writers
and do not necessarily represent those of Jeff Rense, Sightings,
sightings.com or the newsletter editors.

Past and present guests: to be showcased in "The Guest Corner",
please email mailto:e-news@the-i.net?Subject=Guest_Corner
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"Rarely is the question asked:
Is our children learning?"

-- George W. Bush, Jan. 11, 2000
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Uncommon Sense _
The Real American Manifesto

Uncommon Sense discusses the American Revolution, Socialism,
Gold, Money, and Inflation, The Federal Reserve System owned by
stockholders that control governments. It is changing the
destiny of our country.
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* TOP STORIES *
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Just a few of last week"s most intriguing!
http://rense.com

* NSA"s Plan Backfires As Web Site Boosts UFO Queries

* NY Court Orders Use Of Ritalin On Child - Parents Medicating
Out Of Fear

* Growing Taiwan Fears Over Missile Threat From China

* Amazing Footage OFf Lightning Strike On Large Commercial
Jetliner

* USS Hornet - Staff And Visitors Report Seeing And Hearing
Strange Things )

* General Says US Military Too Small For Commitments

Harry Mason: EMF/Plasma Weapons Seen In 0z _ )

Stealth Tech: An Explanation For Disappearing Aircraft &

Persistent Contrails? i )
Amaé%n%NA Anglo-US Scientists Unveil Tiny Motors Made Out

* %

*

Man Disfigured In Boat Accident Given New Titanium Face

Pentagon Still Under Assaut From Hackers

Jesus®™ Second Coming Through Cloning Proposed

The Significance Of Bohemian Grove Owl Worship

Bohemian Grove Photos Of Bush, Cheney, Greenspan, Etc

Doc Uses Patient®"s Amputated Foot In A Crab Trap

Beware Lieberman

Greece And France Order Destruction OFf Genetically
Engineered Cotton

Plan To Build Pyramid To Hold 300,000 Human Remains

More Orbs And Discs Showing Up In Chemtrail Photos

Has West Nile Virus Jumped All The Way To lowa?

"Cat Box Disease® May Change Human Personality And
Lower 1Q

Ten More Planets Discovered - Total Now Over 50

Bizarre Fishfall In England

Seafood Is Biggest Cause OF Food Poisoning In US

Is Mad Cow/BSE In Milk And Milk Products? - Study Ordered

Abused Women Equals An Abused Nation

Western US Wildfires May Rage Until October

Victims OF Holocaust Were Sinners Says Rabbi
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Read these stories and more at http://www.sightings.com

Do ——<LK<KHSS>— - <>
Learn Remote Viewing

Discover the real paranormal!! Developed by the U.S.Military for

espionage. Ascertain information with no distance, space or time

limitations. See if you®ve got what it takes to become a "remote
viewer". History, articles, examples, resources, training.

http://www. rvsystems. inuk.com/enterl.htm
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* THIS WEEK®S GUESTS *
8-13-00 thru 8-18-00

(Please note Jeff"s Guest schedule can
change due to late breaking stories, etc).

SUN 8-13 )
Larry E. Arnold: Spontaneous Human Combustion

MON 8-14
Ed Fouche: Flying Triangle Technolog¥
Recovery Of Confederate Sub H.L. Hunley

TUE 8-15
Ted Phillips: UFO Landing Trace Cases

WED 8-16
Al Cuppet: Update On NWO Plans

THU 8-17
Dr. Louils Turi: Divine Astrology Readings

FRI 8-18
Diane Harrison: UFO Report From 0z

Live Real Audio Broadcasts & Archives: http://www.sightings.com
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Hollow Planets
By Jan Lamprecht

They said the world was flat. They were wrong.
Now they say it’s solid. Are they wrong again?

http://www.hiddenmysteries.com/redir/index25.html
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* PROGRAM INFORMATION *

Program Show Times
Live Coast-To-Coast-now broadcast nationally
over the Talk Radio Network a total of over
200 hours a month.
Monday-Friday
7-10 pm Live
10-1 am Immediate Rebroadcast
1-3 am First 2 hours of prior night®s show
Saturday
9p-3 am Best Of Rense - 2 shows
Sunday
8-11 pm Live
Call in Line:
800 TRN 4123
Sightings Artwork/Digital lllustration & Webdesign
http://www.anc.net/~neff/
Program Audio Tapes
888 456-4340
Live Real Audio Broadcasts & Archives
http://www.sightings.com
Advertising-Over 3 MILLION visitors to sightings.com each month
Cost effective exposure for YOUR product or service
http://www.sightings.com/adv.htm
Sightings.com info/email center
http://www.sightings.com/1.mail/infocenter._ html
Free Greeting Cards featuring the artwork of James Neff:

http://www. immunotex.com/rense/cards/cards.html
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Share with your friends!
Please feel free to forward this issue of the Jeff Rense
Weekly E-News to any and all who are interested... but
please forward in its entirety and do not modify it in any
Tashion without permission. Thank you!

Past issues are archived at http://www.egroups.com

To subscribe:

mai lto:rense_e-news-subscribe@egroups.com

To_unsubscribe: i
mailto:rense_e-news-unsubscribe@egroups.com

Jeff Rense Weekly E-News is independently produced by TGS

in cooperation with Jeff Rense. The material and views expressed
herein do not necessarily reflect those of Jeff Rense,
sightin%s.com, or the Jeff Rense - Sightings Radio Program,
except for the *Jeff"s Desk* segment.
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We thank eGroups for providing this tremendous service to us.

Search for other documents to/from: e-news

[ Next Message | Previous Message | This Day's Messages ]

[ This Month's Index | UEQ UpDates Main Index | MUFON Ontario ]
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UFO UpDates - Toronto - updates@globalserve.net
Operated by Errol Bruce-Knapp - ++ 416-696-0304

A Hand-Operated E-Mail Subscription Service for the Study of UFO Related Phenomena.
To subscribe please send your first and last name to updates@globalserve.net
Message submissions should be sent to the same address.

[ UEO Taopics | People | Ufomind What's New | Ufomind Top Level ]

To find this message again in the future...

Link it to the appropriate Ufologist or UFO Topic page.

Archived as a public service by Area 51 Research Center which is not responsible for content.
Software by Glenn Campbell. Technical contact: webmaster@ufomind.com

Financial support for this web server is provided by the Research Center Catalog.
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